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The Great Urban Parks Havana 

JOSE ENRIQUE FORNES BONAV~A 
lnstituto Superior Politecnico Jose Antonio Echevarria 

.As a part of the mentioneel basin. on its ~ ~ o r t l ~ e r r ~  c . r d  irwlrding 
tlrc. ~ n o u t l ~ ,  a 11arrt.11 eart l~ territoc has been clesip~ated as thc 
\letropolitar~ l'ark 01' Ha\ana (\lf'll). l ' l~is park. still to malir 
1111t surr~~nor~c:tl i l l  a very ceutral area of the city. shodd  I~ec:o~i~c: 
the main O I W  of the vapital. It  is integrated by iome o t l i t ~ s  ol' 
srnauer span that existed alrcady together with certain lauds 
dedicated to very varied use>. tlw u r b ~ ~  agriculture among 
t.lwrn. Through their space the waters of the last 1 ~ 1 1  I\ilo~~~crtt:rs 
of our l~igger riwr lapst:. t l~osc of two tributaries - the  I\Iordazo 

I\ description of' the- territory \voulcl be Ion; and it 11oc:sn't 
c:orrespo~d to t h  cer~tral olj,jective of' the present 11111. 1,. t l ~ r *  

wa!. it sl~ould 11c said t l~at  the? c-ontours of this p r l i  11aw I I ~ Y I I  
s l ~ a p l  acvbrtlir~g to several factors that I~a\,c. gclrlc. i ~ ~ ~ p a c t i i ~ g  
a lmg  the plar~ning atudivs. Sllc.c:ial rr~entior~ sl~oulcl be uindc. to 
tlie limits of' 1 1 1 ~  l)a>ir~ although these have disg~~isc:d with t t ~ c  
urban occupation but t h y  colistitute a decisive factor to clnl'ir~c* 
tlw ~ r ~ o s t  s~rstninablc limits, ii' tI11. expression is allowed. The 
700 I~ectarc:~ of tlic l\letropark are organizctd to sc:n.r as a 
support for tlir recovvr? and clean u p  of tlw L41~ncr~tlares Iiiwr, 
t l~at  so many l~eo l~ le  is cla~n~ning for. a:; tIw sulTrps sllo\t~ 111). 

The t U ~ ~ ~ e r ~ d a r c %  River 1135 ~ I ~ T I I  arl important element. if not 
the main. for the creation of Havana. TIw ckvelopment of this 
city ~vllosr cwrrer~t location depended oil the \t.ird protcctccl Lay 
and of an appropriate suppi!' of watc.r. it was pulled up I)y tilose 
t\tw forces: li'or~i tlil- 11alar11:t~ an~ong  both the capital arose. 
Some of their current prublems. 3 t h ~ '  sllortage of the liquid. 
showed up from thc: ctarly tirrw ol' her fou~~datiori. I-lavana 
cIoc:sr~'t settlt: or1 a previous city. like i t  lial~pc.~~cd with several of 
thv A111eri1~a11 ( t o ~ ~ t i r w ~ t .  Ilowever, the a h ~ r i ~ i r ~ a l  iril~alritants 
bunclecl co~r~rnunities. zomz 01' great antiquity. on the ope11 
11lairi.i at t 1 1 ~  t )wds 0 1  the river Cr~.si;rrrrrpcc~s aljoriginal 
cle~ionlinatecl of th r  i i l~~icr~clan~s.  These establislir~ierits I~avc. 
been rece~itly disc:ovcrc:tl 11). L I I P  research teams. o ~ ~ c -  ol' t11(:111 i r ~  
a plaw c.low lo the El 1IJ1tsillo clam. .A l~aritlli~l 01' men ol~tains 
water in inally \va!.s, a villap. or a city deniancl so~nethi~ig  
rlualitatively diffmwt u r ~ t l  that has been I~rol~wtioric~tl Ily 
Havana's bigger river. 



496 ARCHITECTURE, CULTURE, AND THE CHALLENGES OF GLOBAUZATION 

In more rcv:cSnt tililt* that t l ~ e  ~~ io t i i c~ i t  of 1111~ f'oundatior~ ant1 lirst 
expansiou of Havana. scwml pq~ula t io i~s  already esist~:tI with 
organized towi~ councils. St11:h they werv tlw castas of Gr ra~~a l~a -  
coa at111 Rlaria~~ao. This I ; I ~ I  c~stablisl~r~lc:r~t was rnatl~. or1 t11t~ 

basill ol' t l ~ e  river Q u i h .  'I'lle rUmenc1ar1.s wax h e t ~ v t w ~  110tl1 
villages (hlirriat~ao and Ilavar~a) wit11 k w  residents alor~;: its 
111argi113. I t  is interedir~g to observe as tit(: gro\\th of both 1 3 i t i 1 : ~  

has 1 1 c . c ~  fi~llilled from w r y  early cor~r~c:c:ti~~g tliein along t l l c *  

river. A I I I I I I S ~  parallel to t l t v  coast. thv Ccjlzo~lrc Kecrl (Iloyal 
Roatlwy) ol' hlariamo (tocla!. Avenue 5 I) wa3 linked wit11 t l~at  
of PI~IWII~S Gmndes (Rig Ilritlges), a11d rorltitlued ~ r i t h  that 01' El 
Grro (rlw Hill) and it c:oricluded i l l  that ol' EI _\lor~tr  ('I'ltr 
3lo1111t) until penetrating tl~rough t h r  wall ill t l ~ e  old city. ~ I I I I I I I  
t . 1 ~  ~:oast a1111 tile o w  r~~c:r~tio~ied \,ial a\is tlw urban fhlwic! 1 ~ 1 s  
was 1!~1il11lihIl~d in a S I I C I I  \ v ; I ~  that i t 1  tlw ycbi~rs 1950s wiltl~!r~rc:ss 
only cxistcd. more or IIW, i l l  the space t l~at  our park i3 av~trally 
located. Wlty did the \l~:troparL land was lit'llt with so lo\\' soil 
O C C U I J ~ I I I ~ ~ ?  'l'liis i~ a q~wst io i~  with I I I I I I ~ ~ ~ I I I :  auwer.  A I : ; I I I S ~  

could I w v  I I I W I  the telttl~:~rcy to floods t.l~at u d l  rv1ativc:ly 
rec:c.lrt l i~tws had the trrrilor!.. The agri1:111111r:il use of 1111. valley 
could I~avc. I I I W I  arl i~nl~c:tli~r~c:r~t to t l ~ v  I I P ~ J I I I  pop l~agy .  I I I  
some c.asrs the ur~cer ta i~~ty  al~out the Irpl 11ropem- of the li11111s 
shou111 I I I -  (.ausc nf the a l~a~~t lo r~ t r~en t .  t a k i r ~ ~  atlvanta,oc. ol'ot111.r 
niort: al'h~rclal~le plawr. 'l'l~r ecologic.al as11c:c:t doesn't wcm to 
have it~tcrvcwcvl in this sit~ratiort. Thr ct*r~aiil t l~ ing is that sr~vh 
an inrl~ort;rr~l allotrne~~t as /;I l ' ~ ~ M o  (Tllc: I:orl~idder~) ~ l i t l  I I O ~  

look toward the i U ~ r ~ c ~ ~ t l a w s ,  and at 111ost looked at it as a s i~lc  
glance. preferring the vi~*ws toward p r t l ~ w s .  parterrcv ant1 
neigl~l~ors t1lc111 those ol'l;.rrcl by a river11c:tl crossing I I , P ~ \ ~ I ! I ~ I I  
ravines a1111 W ~ I I S  of grwt Ia1111s1:a~e 1)e;iuty. This 11rol111v11 was 
not so s11ar.p 1i1r thc. sitl~. ol' \liramar 11111 it's appreciatt-11 t l ~ n t  
there was ;I lot (11' entl~usias~u I i~r  that, O I I  t l ~ r  odwr rivvrsitl4.. 

Tl~ct htay i l l  1-lavano I~r t \ \~c~rr~lO%h a rd  102tI of a proft&ollal of 
tlie I I ~ ~ I ; I I I  a i d  garden ~lcsigtl as For12stic.r was cotnpetcvl 11y a 
strong (wltural work. at least in certai~i rwans. in tlie strictest 

r .  sense i l l  the espressio~~. I he professiotlal sectors of our d y .  
and ol' t111: ~vl~olt. c:ourttry, made echo of tile renowned I:rr~~cli 
d e ~ i p w r  itlcai, c : o r ~ s i t l ~ ~ i ~ ~ g  as tlirir OWII the most of l ~ i s  
~ ~ r o l ~ o s i ~ i o ~ ~ s .  The stay ol' Forestier I d i  an i~~clelilde mark i n  ollr 

I .  . . 
C O I I I I I ~ .  I he nlost progressive in prol~.sa~orial sectors of our 

society k q ~ t  carrying o ~ ~ t  111aq renovating ideas of tI11. city 
starting l'ro~n t l ~ c  opening ~ n a d r  in that tnoinent. N a v a ~ ~ a  will 
alway: rc11iit111 h i m  
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~r~unicipalities of Woza tle lo Kwolr~cion unrl P/(IJW - I Y I I I I I W ~ -  
i11g two important roatla of the capital. The Great l'ark 
Nmendares - it was ~ialncd thi- \\ay - has been the most 
iinportant worh carried out in tlie ninetee11 -ixtiea to take 
advantage to tlie liistorical 1% er. '6 it11 an efficiently suborcli~iate 
arrliitecture to the vegetation. this leaned on ill the tticle encl of 
tlw rivcrhed ar~tl in the almost rentennial trees that pew in 
tlrvir vichity. 'l'hc. gardening and the equip~r~ertt cor~~pleted t l ~ c .  
a t ~ ~ i o ~ p l ~ c w .  111 t l ~ t w  I T I O I I I P I I I -  it i- 1~at-t 01 the hl~tropark ~ ( 1  
onr  van say t l~at  i t  presents a pea t  ~ o r a t i o u  to p o u .  jumping to 
the other riverside and expanding in longitudt=. The Nnien- 
dares would thank it. 

Thc tlrlinitivc. prop-al  ol' t l ~ e  \letropolitan Park wa- 1 1 d e  i r ~  
the 1Ob1. the ye'ar \ \ h c ~ ~  tl~c* lirst mahter plar~ 01' t11v vapital 
iss~led. '4 ith \cry similar cwltour- to tt~o>c. of no\\. i t  sl~o\\cvl 
tlw in tpor tm~v of tlw riwr 1;)r the tie\ v lop~ncv~  ol' t he, grwrl 
arcbas. HI.~\ \ITII  1063 ant1 1988 t h t -  \\erex c'lrrietl out W I I I ~  

stueliw Ilut \\orhi were not attackecl in thi> sense. Starting from 
1980 the project is recaptured and u o r L  are begun in hlnction 
01' the park. however -till not with tltc ~ c c ~ ~ ~ i ~ c d  recwprrativc. 
cliararter of tlic en\ironmcnt. From 1005 -o~r~cthirrg ha. I I I T I I  
(lone. moclestly, to reforest the deprrdatcd arc-a- and to c'lra~i up 
t l ~ c .  Alr~~er~tlarc- a~tcl the tributaries. 

11 has hx~r l  said that the river in question is the most important 
in thc- city. i:r~rreritly it  also Ibrms a sort of asis of given north- 
soutli syliirnctry tluc to tlic. ~ r ~ a p i t u d e  of t l ~ r  ur11a11 clevrlop- 
nwnt to I~otli sides. Tlie Lay ol' Havaria, tliat is tllc. gcon~cttric- 
(wlter o f t l ~ c  capital. $ves part of its importance the fringe that 
introduces the rivc.r. The Almrndarcs has ~vorkeel as t l ~ e  F L I I U ~ I *  

that unites the urban fal~ric: of l ~ d i  rivctrsitles and a l t l r o ~ ~ $ ~  1;w 

Additionally to the hlctrol~arh tlwrc arc other tlirc~e Iiuge p r k s  
01 the tit! that settle along tile rivcv or tlwir tril~utaric.r. 
\vaterr appears tlie National Zoo1o;rical Park. \ r i t l ~  - ~ I I I I ~ '  3511 Ila 
ir that is suniriioliecl in t11e orier11:11 b:ink on ;i ~ ~ w a r ~ d c r  ol' tlw 
river. Two narrolr canyorl> were t la~wr~cd inside tllis park I~e i r~g  
cwated three al-tificial lahea. one of those d i ic l i  - tlie bigger - 
i t  iz ~ m d  l ) r d e r .  to completr the purification uf the waters 
treated in a pri111ary t r w t ~ w n t  phnt t l ia~ nark* 11~1arhy. 

hot far froin tlie zoological the I'rrrqw Lerlin is s~~nl~nor ted .  it 
ocwpies territorir* on both l)a~ikh of tlie .U~nc~ir iar r i  a d  
po~se>sestthe small jm=! of Pmo Seqrrito (Littlt. I)ry I'arz). 
created with recreational purpose>. In this place. that is to -3) 

in the Lenin's oriental border. tlie imposing presence of [lie 
Prrscc Ljcrcito Kebelilc ( I~ebel l iou~ Ar~ii! Dam) opens horizons 
at the same time it divitl~s tlic ri\er in tuo  part.;. wl~c.rr i~r~l)c&g 
\\ate-r 110\\ to I I I ~  I I I I J I I I ~ I .  

h r i r l g  several vears we have I~eerl \vorLrig ill tlie j)lar~nir~g of 
tlir a-isig~~cd t~trri toy to our Aletropark. .-\ctually a territorial 
order has heen achieved tliat allows tilt. atlaptatior~ at the- same 
t i ~ ~ ~ o :  to the changing rircuuista~~ces of the daily l i f  ant1 tlic: 
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TIw park is ;In  ir~lportarrt social far1 and a cliallcrye acc.rl~tc.t l 
11y auti~oritic!? and ~ l l a r~ r~e r s  liut i t  is also. a r d  caiirleiltly. :III 

ecnlogiwl task. Cor~seq~lent l~ ,  i r  has to IIC swtainal~lt: i l l  all 
serlscts. T o  ac:hie\x: it. studies. 1;~rccasts and prol~rsals havr 11c:c:rl 

inatlr: to r ~ d e  arise a park with sic; ge~~eris  cl~aracteristics if i t  is 
kcpt i l l  mind tllat the natl~rt, should be pr.c:scrvetl, coesistir~g at 
the same tiin(: with facilities of the thrcx: rectors of thc t!c.or~o~ly 
and that if should br protected I'rorri the i1npac.t produced by 
t11c visitor= the~irselves. 

0 1 1  t11t. other lla~id. the in\-est~ncrlt to cdrry 011t ih  co~lsitler~rble 
and tahirlg illto ac.r.ount the lack of funding a r~d  lilla~lciol 
rrscrwcrs. the Rl~troparIi \\ill rrcw.r come up to real lite. In 
ortl(.r to achieve t l ~ a ~  thorough s t d i e s  have been c.arrietl 011. 

c ~ r ~ t l  ~)twnittetl to prioritize areas that can give back quirUy 

I11 t l ~ r  hl~stropark there are three territorial c.lC~rlrr~t~ that colile 
to 11c :~rranged: the t e~ la r~c j  of land. the ~llrrotmcling land that is 
atfwted in way ant1 tllc natural ~norphology oof'lancl in spite ii it 
1r;l.s I ) t~*n altered or not. I t  \\-as ~~ec.esbaq 3 ~~olitical decision to 
(.reat(. l l ~ e  p r b  sii1c.t~ tlw 7.007 ha a ~ 4 q 1 c t l  cSorne form the 
wniril)ution cd four ~~~unicipali t ies in tllr. capitill (Plaza. Plcl~\u. 
Crrro and ~llrrrianno). 'l'lle chardcterirtic, trrritoq of tllr 1iaA 
claimed for .I dvar frontier all11 a srrious study to d i~rr i t r l i r~~~t t -  

The s ~ ~ r r o r ~ ~ d i r l g  land rlc:xt to the parl. arc:a has Ireen callrtl 
area of influc~lcc-, that is to say. tlw contour area that ir~llrrc:rlc:t:s 
tlw 111ost i l l  the park or vice versa in wl~ich the park hits or 
s l io~~ ld  ~ I I I ~ I C L .  111 so~irr  ~ ~ ~ o r r l e n t  it \\,as 111ar1r1c:tl to establish an 
u~lilor~il I'ri~lge around tllo contour but the: grcat c:o~~lplesity of' 
the park tlt:~t~orlstrated tllat it was not approl~riate. that which 

The struvtnral plarinirlg of the territory has taken into account 
all the &o\e-~r~twtioned, bebidc> the e l e~ i i twl~  tIwt exist inside 
ita c*:~~ripus. Tlw quarries. agricwlture. inc1ustrit~-. shops. co111- 
mere-ial, recreatio~lal. ~ ~ l t ~ i r a l ,  .sports and gelic.ral service 
facilities. all togethcr with 11011sing a ~ ~ d  administrative activities. 
w~lsti tute a great group of itlvehtments. some prokitable and 
other not so tn11c41 but all necessary have been studitd wit11 a 
aim of using tlltwr. Thi> Ineanb that ~ I I I  start with tliat you 
a l rcdy \lave and then you dccidr and tliccriminate what is 
useful a i d  ~ l l a t  not. Thej I.\ eiy element has becrr re-acc~ornmo- 
dated on t11tx h s e  of improving cwating a naturalized cvlviron- 
meut for thr  population'b errjoy111vrrt. 

'Ilw Nct uf Poles 

, . I he  existing group of hcilitics show that many of thc*r~i are 
g a l h ~ r d  ill certain plat:es. as altificially c:reated centers that 
wllere people flusll i n  search of' sotilething that they ofter. 111 
tliat way you call con>idcr tlle I'arli :\hnentlares. or the Brewery 
hIig11e1 A. Oramas (LN Polar), quite iliffrrerrt writers tliat 
plarize a great quantity of' peopltl i r ~  certain rnolnents. 
Foll(rwi~~g this analysis tlle 18 poles of m r  proposal arose. They 
Ilrtvc I ) C I - I I  classified i l l  i h r  fuidamental typtls: tllose of free 

. . 

tirr~c (essentials for a park)- the industrial orrcs. th(! reaidencial 
ones ancl tht: c~o~rll~i~lecl. T h y  arc? esamples of poles Ibr t l ~ c  1'rw 
time: the alrctatly rrler~tio~letl Park .i\l~r~endares, the  Sport 
Co~r~plex I<aul Diaz Argut:lles and others. They arc irltl~~strial 
poles: the Factor! of lIoto\~olqueta~. tlw Cllullima Shipyartls 
and otllers. It is a rc.sitlcr~cial the \\~ell-lirrct\v~~ r~ciglll~crrllood of 
I'rrm,rs Grcindes (Hig Bridges). It is a c:orr~l~ir~ctJ pole t l ~ e  one 
nanlcttl /,(I Tropical that c:mlrracrs the Brewery Pedro \larrcro. 
the s r a d i ~ ~ m  of thc. same [lame. tllc Jurdincs de Lo 'li-opicul and 
the Chilclren Food Factory Osito. Thew c:sanlples only men- 
tioned ctxistir~g fhcilities. Tlrcrt: are. Ilowever. some other polc:s 
t l~a t  sllotllrl be collllhtc!ly created as El Ctn~ciprq-, I.;/ Jliraclor 
and tlli* &lout11 of die Alrllc:rldares. al \cys on tlw I~asia of 
respecting thc er~virorl~lient. tuliirtg advar~tage of the cx i s t in~  
irwestnle~its and prioritizing ppula t ior~.  
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proposei to build the111 higl~ w~ough to prexent the c . o r ~ t i ~ ~ ~ ~ o t l -  
Ir~c4oning of its canpr>. 'l'l~i. road networh romc- out 
cletcrmined by the ~~t>wbbitit*- 01 tlie city itit=ll: a r~o1~1 ing  to 
studies carried out lo the effect. The roneccll~cwt 11u> ,tops set 
depend of the. a l ~ o w  mentioned r o d  ~~t.t\\orli and of the urbar~ 
transportatio~~ ~yctrln that \zuuld bt. C~~r~c*tiouiry i r~  the park. 

111 t l ~ e  territorial s t d y  two intenial road* arc. proposed: one 011 

the western bordcr i r ~  \laria~iao. and the north - wuth asis that 
partly coincidch wit11 the current higl~\\ay of El H~rsillo. The 
ruain idea is to cwr~rl~lete the contour all11 at tl~tb harne h e  to 
concentrate th~x iutcrior motorized circulatior~ wit11 die s ~ n a h ~  
lengtli of roads as possible. in fa\ or of ~~cdest r iar~  hike. .\ third 
proposed road r~c.twork, will facilitatr the. 111.1lcstria11 circulatio~~ 
possibly time that I\-oulcl gixe way. c~vt.r~tually. to sonw 
rr~otorrars in c l iarg~ 01' -11ppIy. repairs. n~aintc:r~ar~c.e and other 
similar e n i c e  acti\itir-. 'l'lrt, paths and trurtl*. c:o~rqdrtely 
pedestrian. would be tlic h111rtl1 network. 

T l ~ c  c:irc:ulation with c:ycsles Iias not betw h~rgotter~ since i t  
cxmstitutes an i ~ ~ ~ p o r t a n t  way of tra~tsportation for our p o p l a -  
ti011 and. also, it i.i tliou,olit that marly visitors of'the h~letroparlc 
will make it using such veliirles. Tlw ro;d network for t l ~ c w ~  
will be separated a.z rr~ucll as possil)l~. o l ' t l~e  motorcar roads and 
01' the pedestrian one.. IIUL certainly asoriating them some. 
intelligent and sal;. \\.a!.. The n ~ a i ~ i  ol~jcctivc ol'this selxlration i..; 
to protect the cy:Iist. firm the motorwrs and tlie pedestria~is 
I'ro~~r the cyclis~s. 

The- image oS t l~v  Rletroparl, co~~-ider. the Sorest a- .I linking 
elemcr~t that unities tlw t ~ ~ ~ i t o l ~  as a \\ 11oIv. \WI the f u r c ~  tllr 
park will e&t; without i t  there woultl o d  Iw a aet of wild 
spaces niorts or les* arid t ~ ~ ~ c ~ o ~ m e c t e d .  Tlic. Io r~s t  will surro111111 
to the I d e s .  assimilating tllem that \ \ i l l  lwcw~r~e a sort ol' hnldll 
open area< ~1ie l .e  Ix~ildil~gs and wen  prticws, will he subordi- 
nated to the naturaliwd lardac.ape. 111 t111, Rlet~oparli thc. 
necessaq 1111ilt architect~lrt~ \ r i l l  a lwa~s  depend on the \eget,l- 
tion. tlie true arcMecture of a park lihe this. 

Tlw agricultural areal uill Ile s u r r o u ~ ~ t l ~ d  too 11) the. fort*kt t l~a t  
\ \ i l l  protect tIir111 and u ill f r u r ~ ~ t ~  I I I P  rultivatiur~,. cwati l~? a 
wried and enl1~~1vi11g l a r ~ c l ~ c a ~ ~ ~  i l l  orb to propi~i~~ttb. 1101 only 
[ I I P  vie15 hut tliv p~wpI~~ '*  participatio~~ groups i n  I I I ~ I ~ !  (Iil'l'tmwt 
way  and activitie-. 1'111. nreaa CIII.I(.III~! ocrupied I, L I W  old 
cludrriez. estahlishetl ~ I I  more tlim si\t! !caars in tlie territon. 
will Iw progresei\c4\ rvf'oreltetl and t l ~ i .  rnodificd c=\ihting 
tol~ograpIi> will 11c usetl a- r basi. lor an -pt.c.ific- landscape 
t lesip in t h i -  i t e .  .In twmplv of this \\ill b r  t11e 11ole na~iwd El 
Tqjnr ( A  tile lavton). old ird~wtrial area. actuAll! the center oI' a 
I~arrrn tllat sl~ould III. trar14ormed into a  lace for t l ~ c  

( h e  of 1111. rrlost importar11 h ~ r ~ c t i o ~ ~ s ,  from t l ~ c  ecological point 
of \kw.  is assipled to 3111- Sorest. is dl(- creation 01' an 
appropriate I~allitat for Inan! slwc:ies of the tc.rrc:strinl a11t1 air 
I'auna. The rctrc:ac of the buttcr1'lit:s of our caldal that was 
~aliirig place gridually in tlie last ?cars. \\ill be rcvrrsetl thanks 
to the possil~ilitic~s offered an opcrwtl the I;~rc:st.. The birds 
\\-ill nest again. spend the riigl~ts and cross like it usetl to 
happw i r ~  ancient ti11it:s. 

I I I  order to rr~ake the I;~rc*-t an eiiecti\c. invest~nent. it i l  
IlecessJn t~rs t  to create i t  and t11r11 to tal\c. care ol' it. Tlw last 
doesn't trwarl just to a\oid 111e ~ r o r ~ g  II-I. ctl' their spacec or. (he 
attack to tl~tsir trees. 1'0 take cartx of i t  alsct rneans t l ~ r  
a p j q x i a t e  us(.. I S  the fbre5t o111y exists to L I ~  c.orltcmplated. it 
~ v o d d  not Iw niorc. t l ~ a r ~  all image, a pirtwe. Tlw lwst \jay of 
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Until here we have 11ec11 q~eaking practically in prescnt, nr at 
most. in a very w a r  future. about what has Imm c~o~~c:~tivcttl Sor 
the hfetroparl;. However. it is riot useless to insist i r ~  tlit* hci  
tliat ~ l l r  11iirk'~ main Game is the Alinendarcs r iwr that is. at the 
same h e ,  the oldest and I I I O F ~  relevar~t e l e m e ~ ~ t  witl~in the 
II;ICI< and a 5ort of inlicritcvl possessiori. The peculiar ~nolpliolo- 
g of the territory that I M S  propitiated the creation of the pr l i .  
is due. n ~ i n l y .  tc~ the r iwr and it< tributaries. The fertility a rd  
linally the esisting vegctatior~ i r ~  some plares and tlie possilde 
adtliticlr~al orte. also owes its c\ istcr~w to tllia fluxial network. 
Tlrc cxister~re oi still erldie- w11c.1~ 11f-ople mret wit11 nature, in 
aln~osl all the cases. have tlic river like i~lairi character. The 
tvrrihle contamination that s~~f'f'crs the w11111e ~ietworli, has not 
ever) been aide to annul the primordial paper that carry out, 111v 
river. the strc*arn- a r d  the narrou canyons in this s i r ~ p l a r  
contest. For that reason the 4hnendares is the s p i r ~ i ~  of our 
parl,. The so por~rlercd in previou. paragraph* forest. it is not 
rrlore than a consecpwriw ol' the tluvial rietwork of t l l ~  
.4l111~wtlares. The propowd plarrrling has i t5  base therefore in 
1 1 1 t h  rxi~tence of the rivclr. of' tlw \. g a * ,  ol the wide \alley that 
opens up toward the east ant1 llir other narrow valley located 
along the S a ~ i ~ o y o  (.reek. It is riot terrible that the river is no\\ 
divitletl i n  two. The pait of the basin in rontart to tlw park i* 
tltr l~asc of its territorial design. 

111 a given ~ n o ~ n e n t  it was st111gI1t to char~r~el  h e  river. deviating 
tlwir 11ccJ. with the idea of fc~rctscciry esc!cptional Ilootls ol' very 
low occurrence in the time. The prolmal has preferred to 
h~rcsee h o s e  Iloods letting that tlw r~ature takes aclvautage of 
tl~em. 1)ecause. like tliv specialisis say. not everything is harmfill 
in tlutsr cases. Khat would have not l~eeri ~ ~ o s s i l h t  to allow in 
t l ~ c  future tlie erection L~uiltlirrgs for I~orrsir~g programs or m y  
o l l~er  cspttr~siw ir~vestnlenta ill places that could be l l o o h l  or. 
at the same time. to ~novc: out solrle other existing facilities that 
alwatly es is~ .  The periodic Ilootls accxr~r~ulate l i n l e  and they 
pro~litiatc strong I1u11.i of trees. The ~neanders lower t l ~ c  \vater 

I f  it is clear enough t l~nt t l ~ e  Al~l~endares river is tllr support of 
the eiivi~url~~itrr~t il l  the hletruparli's tt:rritory. c:o~~secpenily it 
11wo111t:s necessary to assist it. 10 restore it to some state t h ~ ~ t .  if' 
r~on iriitial because it is riot possible. at least it s l i o ~ ~ l d  I IC  talien 
to stability as l'ar as ~~ossible. 'l'llere are stullies on tllc r r~ini~~iurn  
sanitary water run and about other depuratir~g j~c~snibilities. In 
thest. r~~o~rteri ts  the investment may s w m  irr~possible but the 
t~r~viror~rrient claims it and. if \cc do uot take it into account, 
nature would take charge ol' j~:rsil~g the bill in Inany paidul 
fimr~s. 7 ' 1 1 ~  river decontaminatio~~ a d  the preservation of' the 
waters is a task that sl~ould have b e p n  seven 11ct:adcs ago or 
befi~re. I-lo\vc*vr~. it is now that we have an vsact conscience of 
this nc:wssity anrl of the exponential dtt\.t:lop~~~er~t of tla~nages 
that are I ~ a p p ~ i r ~ g  since recent date. that make us tlrir~li of the 
speed o f the  deti:riorat.ion for tlw near future. It is necessary to 
begin it - or to rwal~turr  it - i r l  sonie moment. This is the* 1110st 
sensible in spite. of' tlw orono~i~ic  difticulties. In sllrnmary, i l '  the 
forest gives a I ~ d y  a rd  coliesiorl to the the ~ ~ t ~ t \ \ ~ ~ r l i  of the ' 

Alrne~rclarc.~ river lianles and reinforces it. 


